
�y   Not all versions of Microsoft Windows are the same and here is a brief review of the fundamental 
differences between running a home edition verses running a business class version of Windows. We 
will not discuss the 64-bit verses 32-bit versions of Windows here, please refer to Karen Strickland’s 
article “64-bit Windows: a Time of Transitions” in the CCS Technologies February 2010 newsletter. I 
sometimes explain the difference between Windows Home and Windows Professional by just saying 
that the Home Editions strips out important features often needed in a business office. Here is a brief 
summary of some Windows 7 Professional features not found in Home Editions: [1] You can connect to 
company networks easily and more securely with Domain Join . This offers more control over security, 
privacy and easier administration of network access. [2] You have the ability to use the internal Backup 
and Restore  and save data to a network location. [3] You can either install the free add on for  
Windows XP Mode  to run older software within Windows 7 Professional or downgrade the computer to 
Windows XP Professional. And here are few other features in Windows Professional: Remote Desktop 
Hosting, Offline Files, Connect to Network devices like a Projector, and Encrypting File System. 
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�y  �� Spring is a good time to check your 
readiness for possible power outages, electrical 
surges, and lightning strikes. Are your 
computers and network devices protected from 
the electrical storms? Electrical damage from 
spring storms is a common 
occurrence throughout West 
Michigan.  It is time to review the 
steps you can take to protect your 
computers and your data. 
 

Making sure you have good 
backups of your data was probably 
not the first thing that came to mind 
but it is our #1 Recommendation . 
Current backups of your data and 
programs are important but 
knowing that your backups are 
restorable is especially important.  
TIPS:  > Check the backup logs for 
errors. > Run a test restore from your backups 
on a regular basis. > Re-evaluate your backup 
procedure periodically because your needs 
may change and data backup technology is 
always changing. 
 

There are many ways to perform backups and 
CCS Technologies can assist you in designing 
a backup method and routine that will fit your 
needs. 

 

Our 2nd Recommendation is simple and 
effective: Unplug your computer from the wall 
when a storm is approaching. There is no 
better way to protect your electronics from a 
damaging high power surge. And there is no 
type of protection for  your computer when it 
takes a direct hit, so if you do not need the 
computer running during the storm, shut it 
down and unplug it. 
    

If your computer must stay running, the 3rd 
Recommendation  is to make sure you have 

protected it with surge protectors or 
uninterruptible power supplies (UPS).  Surge 
protectors are designed to protect what is 
plugged into it from sudden surges (drops or 
spikes) in your power supply.  However they will 

not keep your equipment running if 
there is an actual power outage.  
For that you need a UPS device.  
These have a built-in battery 
backups that take over supplying 
electricity if the power goes out. 
Computers and other  devices that 
are plugged into it will keep on 
running for a period of time.  If it is 
a short power outage, it will keep 
you up and running until the power 
is restored.  If it is an extended 
power outage, it will provide you 
with the enough time to properly 

shut off your equipment until the power is 
restored. 
 

4th Recommendation :  Computers can get 
electrical damage from other cables connected to 
it. One thing that many people forget about is 
that it is not only the power line that can threaten 
your computers.  Power surges can come 
through the phone lines attached to your modem 
or DSL connection.  It can also come through 
your cable connection or network connection.  
There are surge protectors and UPS devices that 
have protection built into them for all of these 
types of lines.  Make sure you get the complete  
solution you need. 
 

Call CCS Technologies and speak with any of 
our technicians to help you determine the best 
solutions for the equipment you wish to protect.  
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Windows 7 Home or Professional? 
while supplies last 

by Gary Slager 

Complimentary service that others charge 
you for - every new computer is “Setup and 
Ready to Use!” Ask for details or pick up 
the flyer “Why buy your next new computer 
from CCS Technologies?” 


